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Wyong Cultural Centre

NSW State Plan

Priority R4

ñIncrease the proportion of the total community involved in 

volunteeringé or group cultural and artistic activity by 10% by 2016ò.

ñHalve existing gaps in the participation rates of low income, non-English 

speaking and Aboriginal communities in volunteeringé. and group 

cultural and artistic activities compared to the total NSW population by 

2016ò.

Priority E8

ñIncrease visitation and participation in the arts and cultural activity by 

2016ò



Wyong Cultural Centre   Wyong Shire Council Plans and Policy

Cultural Plan for Wyong 2005

ñGoal Area 1: Creative Place ïFacilities that Support 

the Cultural Aspirations of the Community.ò



Wyong Cultural Centre Feasibility Study 2006

Weaknesses:

formal networks 

skills in seeking funding/sponsorship 

opportunities for graduates 

management skills - sustainability 

partnerships between sectors 

professional development

regional arts coordination 

facilities not equipped for arts 

inconsistent procedure for facility usage 

arts professional positions 

new audiences

promotion / communication

Strengths:

informal networks 

arts education institutions 

ambition

drive 

tradition 

volunteers 

adaptable 

resourceful 

local government support

short-term ventures 

strong existing audiences

mentoring

Cultural Practices in northern Central Coast

- shortfall in cultural infrastructure



Wyong Cultural Centre          Evaluation of Facility Usage

Usage Table
Analysis usage of existing facilitiesô in Wyong Shire

Wyong Memorial Hall
The one arts and performance facility for Wyong Shire 



Wyong Cultural Centre           Wyong Memorial Hall 1964

The arts and performance facility for 150,000 people (2010-2011) 



Wyong Cultural Centre          Evaluation of Facility Usage

Conclusion
Restricted development due to facilities poorly equipped, or not 

managed, for arts

Upheaval and disconnect with local audiences by travelling to 

Laycock and then Newcastle for performance venues

Response
Build capacity of existing facilities into a network which 

addresses regional shortfall (Cultural Development Program).

Establish a staffed Cultural Centre in Wyong township as key 

facility in this network. (Wyong Shire Cultural Centre), 

replacing Memorial Hall



Wyong Cultural Centre

Supa Center ñSupaArtò 

Annual Photographic Exhibition 

(national)

Central Coast 

Festival of the Arts

Rotary



Wyong Cultural Centre

Wyong Drama Group ïLoot

and also Inheritance and Cossi



Wyong Cultural Centre Location

Central Coast.

Wyong 94km 

from 

Sydney CBD



Wyong Cultural Centre Geographic + Population Challenges

Growth Corridor

Additional 100,000 by 2031

Wyong LGA

Additional 70,000 by 2031

ñéan increase in green field 

developmentò

Gosford LGA
Additional 30,000 by 2031

ñExhaustion of large release 

areasé since 1989ò

Central Coast Regional Strategy 2006-31 

NSW Government Department of Planning



Wyong Cultural Centre       Wyong: Regionôs Major Centre

Central Coast 

Regional Strategy 

2006-31
NSW Government Department of Planning

The Tuggerah-Wyong 

Centre is identified as a 

the Regionôs Major Centre 

to perform vital economic, 

employment, civic, 

residential, social and 

cultural roles for the 

northern half of the 

Central Coast and support 

Gosford Regional City.



Wyong Cultural Centre A Network of Cultural Facilities

Data from Wyong Shire Cultural Centre Feasibility Study 2006 TZG

This network supports the identified needs and 
aspirations of the Central Coast.

Wyong LGA
The Entrance Gallery and Studio (2009)

Gallery/studio for hire

Toukley Art Gallery (1988)

Volunteer run gallery

Memorial Hall / WSCC (1964/2014)

Hall hire / 450+180, gallery, staff & programs

Gosford LGA
Laycock Street Theatre (1988)

420 seat theatre, staff & programs

Gosford Regional Gallery (1988)

Staff & programs

Gosford Cultural Precinct: 1000 seat Music 
Hall / Entertainment Centre (TBC)

TBC



Wyong Cultural Centre          Evaluation of Facility Usage

Wyong Resident Access

NOW 
Only 36%of the Shireôs residents live within a 30min. 
drive of a significant cultural centre (Laycock Street 
Theatre, Gosford)

PROPOSED WYONG CULTURAL CENTRE 
93%of the Shireôs population would live within a 30 min 
drive to significant centre



Wyong Cultural Centre Wyong Population 2010-21



Wyong Cultural Centre                   Advisory Working Party

ÅArts and Cultural Unit, Gosford City Council 

ÅCentral Dance Company

ÅDarkinjung Land council

ÅFusion Arts Inc

ÅGorokan High School

ÅGrey Wolf Film Studio

ÅLee Dance Academy

ÅNAISDA (Aboriginal Dance College)

ÅSchool of Drama, Fine Art & Music, University of Newcastle CC Campus

ÅSupa Art (contemporary art collective)

ÅWyong Chamber of Commerce

ÅWyong Drama Society

ÅWyong High School

ÅWyong Musical Theatre Company

ÅWyong Seniors Council

ÅWyong Shire Councilllors

ÅWyong Youth Arts - Wyong Neighbourhood Centre

ÅXtrAct Drama Academy

planning  - design  - funding



Wyong Cultural Centre           Development Best Practice

Feasibility 

Study 2006

Business 

Plan 2007

+ Design 

Brief 2007

(peer reviewed 

2008)

Design

DA
2009-10

Docum.

CC
2010-11

Tender
2011

Build
2012-2014

2006 2007 2009/10 2011 2012/14

Council 

resolution

Council 

resolution

Council 

resolution

Council 

resolution

Working Party



ñOur Cultural Centreéò

Wyong Cultural Centre                                             VISION
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Wyong Cultural Centre Focusing on the Performing Arts VISION

éas a place to see your friends and family 

in school productionsé

Gorokan High Student Performance


